
Capacity-Building 

Background
Parties are required to cooperate in the development and/or strengthening of human resources 
and institutional capacities in biosafety for the purpose of the effective implementation of the 
Protocol, taking into account the needs of developing country Parties and Parties with economies 
in transition for financial resources and access to technology and know-how.

What has been done?
At its first meeting, the COP-MOP adopted an Action Plan on capacity-building and established 
a coordination mechanism for implementation of the Action Plan encompassing coordination 
meetings, a Liaison Group and capacity-building databases. It also adopted guidelines for the 
Roster of Biosafety Experts and for the Voluntary Fund for the Roster, established by the COP 
to provide support, upon request, to developing country Parties and Parties with economies in 
transition.

At their third meeting, Parties adopted an updated version of the Action Plan and decided to 
conduct comprehensive reviews of the Action Plan every five years, based on an independent 
evaluation of the of the initiatives underpinning its implementation. 

At the fourth meeting, the COP-MOP invited Governments and relevant organizations to provide 
information on their capacity-building activities to facilitate more comprehensive reporting on 
the implementation of the Action Plan and the sharing of experiences on capacity-building. It also 
welcomed the offer by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to undertake an expert 
review to assess the effectiveness of various approaches to capacity-building and compile the 
lessons learned.
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What is expected at COP-MOP 5? 

At the fifth meeting, it is anticipated that the COP-MOP will, among other things:

•  Consider the status report on the implementation of the capacity-building Action Plan and the 
report on the training and capacity-building needs of Parties.

•  Endorse the terms of reference for the comprehensive review of the capacity-building Action 
Plan and request the Executive Secretary and other stakeholders to embark on the review process. 

•  Consider the findings and recommendation of the expert review on the effectiveness of various 
approaches to capacity-building and incorporate them, as appropriate in its decisions. 

•  Consider and possibly adopt recommendations of the Coordination Meeting on possibilities 
for cooperation in identifying capacity-building needs for research and information exchange on 
socio-economic impacts of living modified organisms.


